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FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6635 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 

SECRET RABAT 4807 

STADIS /////////////////////////////////////// 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS PFOR MO 

SUBJECT: US TANKS AND MUSLO PERSONNEL TO OUJDA IN NOVEMBER? 

REF: A. CHMUSLO 061630Z OCT 75 (NOTAL) 

B. RABAT 4430 (NOTAL) 

1. WE ARE INTRIGUED BY THIS UNEXPECTED MOROCCAN DECISION TO 
MOVE THE 26 M48A3 TANKS NOW IN CASABLANCA TO KSAR ES SOUK 
INSTEAD OF OUJDA. KSAR ES SOUK IS, OF COURSE, 

CLOSER TO MOROCCAN BORDER WITH SPANISH SAHARA THAN IS OUJDA, 

BUT IT IS STILL CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AWAY FROM AREA OF POTENTIAL 
MILITARY CONFRONTATION WITH SPANISH FORCES. OUR DATT BELIEVES 
THAT WITHOUT SPECIALIZED TANK TRANSPORTERS MUSLO IS CURRENTLY 
TRYING TO BORROW FROM EUCOM ON A ONE-TIME BASIS, IT WOULD 
BE ALMOST AS DIFFICULT FOR MOROCCANS TO MOVE THE M48A3'S 
TO SPANISH SAHARA BORDER FROM KSAR ES SOUK AS IT WOULD BE 
TO GET THEM THERE FROM OUJDA. THUS THE PRINCIPAL ARGUMENT 
SET FORTH IN REF B WOULD STILL APPLY. (WE CONTINUE, THAT IS, 

TO SEE MERIT IN MOVING THE TANKS OUT OF CASABLANCA, FROM 
WHICH THEY COULD BE MOVED MORE EASILY TO THE SOUTH THAN WOULD 
BE THE CASE IF THEY WERE STATIONED IN THE EASTERN HINTERLAND.) 

SHIFT IN MOROCCAN REQUEST MAY HOWEVER SIGNAL INCREASED 
MOROCCAN CONCERN OVER PROSPECT OF AT LEAST LIMITED HOSTILITIES 
WITH ALGERIA AS RESULT CURRENT SAHARA CONFRONTATION. PRESUMABLY 
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TROUBLE ALONG UNDEFINED BORDER ZONE AREA RUNNING WEST/SOUTHWEST 
FROM FIGUIG THAN IT WOULD ACROSS FULLY DEFINED AND DEMARCATED 
BORDER SEPARATING TWO COUNTRIES IN THE NORTH. 

2. ALL OF THIS OF COURSE BEGS THE QUESTION OF WHETHER WE 
SHOULD BE PLANNING ANY HIGHLY VISIBLE TANK TRANSPORTING 
OPERATION AT ALL AT THIS TIME, GIVEN GROWING TENSIONS IN 
SOUTH AND OUR INTEREST IN URGING RESTRAINT ON PARTIES. AT 
SAME TIME, WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO JEOPARDIZE OUR LONG- 
TERM MILITARY SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP BY APPEARING UNFORTHCOMING 
TO REQUESTS CONSIDERED BY GOM TO BE LEGITIMATE AND WITHIN 
THE FRAMEWORK OF AGREEMENTS GOVERNING THIS RELATIONSHIP. ON 
BALANCE, THEREFORE, WE FAVOR GOING AHEAD WITH EUCOM PROPOSAL 
(WHICH WE UNDERSTAND INVOLVES SHIPPING THE TANK TRANSPORTERS 
TO CASABLANCA LATE THIS MONTH), ON ASSUMPTION WE CAN IF 
NECESSARY ABORT OR DIVERT SHIPMENT AT ANY TIME BEFORE IT 
REACHES CASABLANCA, IF MILITARY SITUATION AT TIME SO REQUIRES. 
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